San Diego Info and Application Instructions

DA will be traveling to San Diego, CA from April 9th-15th with the Via International Program.  This will be DA’s first trip with the program and we are very excited to offer an experience working with migrant workers and learning more about border issues. Below you will find some general details about the trip. For more information on the program, check out Via International’s website: www.viainternational.org/san-diego.html
Cost:  The cost of the trip is approximately $1,700 per student, depending on the final cost of airfare.  However, we do plan on fundraising for the trip as well.  

Dates: April 9th-15th 
Purpose:  The purpose of this service trip is to form community with the people of San Diego and learn more about border issues.  Students will spend time visiting the border with Mexico, learn from and work with migrant workers, and also possibly work on environmental cleanup projects or in organic gardens.

Simplicity: In keeping with Via International’s mission, the value of simplicity will be stressed.  We will be sleeping in the basement of a church in San Diego, so sleeping bags are a must!  In addition, cell phones and ipods must be left at home so students can fully enter into this experience. 

Special Note: We are required to rent a van while in San Diego for our team.  Please note that students will be driven by DA chaperones, as well as staff members. 

Language:  You do not need to have any knowledge of Spanish for this trip, although it might come in handy!

Parents: Consider this a binding contract!  If your daughter is chosen for the team the first deposit ($150) is due by Nov. 14th.  This is non-refundable.  If you have specific questions or concerns about the trip please contact Ms. Leo via phone (212) 744-0195 or email: kleo@dominicanacademy.org

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please answer the following questions and attach your typewritten responses. 

1. Which trip are you applying for – San Diego, Camden, or both?  Explain what you drew you to apply for the trip(s) you are applying for.
2. Please describe what motivates you to spend your vacation serving others.  

3. Have you had any experience volunteering?  If so, please also describe one meaningful encounter/experience you have had.

4. What gifts will you bring to the people you meet and to the team?  What gifts do you hope to receive from those you meet? 

Note: Please only submit this application if you are absolutely sure that you will be able to attend this trip.  A deposit of $150 will be due by Nov. 14th  and will be non-refundable if you are chosen for the team.  Don’t forget to sign up for an interview when you return this form.  All applications are due Thursday, Nov. 3rd. 

Parent signature: ___________________________________

Student signature: _________________________________​_
Camden Info and Application Instructions

DA will be traveling to Camden, NJ during February break with the Romero Center.  This will be DA’s sixth trip with the program and we are very excited to offer this experience again. Below you will find some general details about the trip. For more information on the program, check out the Romero Center’s website: www.romero-center.org/ministries/urban-challenge/what-to-expect/

Cost:  The cost of the trip this year has increased, as the Romero Center now requires that we rent vans to travel to Camden.  The cost per student is $330, plus the cost of the rental van and gas (to be determined soon, but approximately $45 per student).  However, we do plan on fundraising for the trip as well.  

Dates: February 20th-24th 

Purpose:  Students will spend time in Camden and Philadelphia working with the homeless, the developmentally disabled, those affected by HIV/AIDS, children, and the elderly.  In the evening, students will discuss urban poverty and social and economic justice.
Simplicity: In keeping with the Romero Center’s mission, simplicity is stressed.  Cell phones and ipods must be left at home so students can fully enter into this experience. 

Travel To and From Camden: Please note that due to the nature of this trip and recent changes in Romero Center policy, students will always be chaperoned by an adult, but not necessarily a DA chaperone.  Other chaperones include teachers from other high schools or colleges, or Romero Center staff members.  In addition, students will be driven to and from service sites by adult chaperones.
Parents: Consider this a binding contract!  If your daughter is chosen for the team the first deposit ($150) is due by Nov. 14th.  This is non-refundable, as we expect each student chosen for the trip will attend.  If you have specific questions or concerns about the trip please contact Ms. Leo via phone (212) 744-0195 or email: kleo@dominicanacademy.org

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please answer the following questions and attach your typewritten responses. 

1. Which trip are you applying for – San Diego, Camden, or both?  Explain what drew you to the trip(s) you are applying for.

2. Please describe what motivates you to spend your vacation serving others.  

3. Have you had any experience volunteering?  If so, please also describe one meaningful encounter/experience you have had.

4. What gifts will you bring to the people you meet and to the team?  What gifts do you hope to receive from those you meet? 

Note: Please only submit this application if you are absolutely sure that you will be able to attend.  A deposit of $150 will be due by Nov. 14th for those chosen.  Don’t forget to sign up for an interview when you return this form.  All applications are due Thursday, Nov. 3rd. 

Parent signature: ___________________________________

Student signature: __________________________________

